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Dear Parent, 
  
 Choosing child care is a very personal decision.  
There are no set rules.  What may meet the needs of one 
child might not meet the needs of another.  Choosing 
child care involves a lot of “leg work”; most child care  
experts suggest that you explore several programs. 
  
 Locating a child care provider with whom you 
are confident is well worth the search.  Child care is the 
first major, long-range experience your child will have 
outside the home.  So, after you have visited several 
places and weighed the advantages and disadvantages of 
each, go with your instincts.  Trust your feelings.  Would 
you be happy there as a child?  If a situation seems 
inappropriate to you, it probably is.  If, on the other 
hand, it makes you feel comfortable and welcome, your 
child will probably feel the same way. 
  
 This booklet is designed to help you in your child 
care search.  It contains information on the types of child 
care available, things to consider when selecting a child 
care arrangement, and what you can do to make child 
care successful for your child and your family.  Although 
no booklet can make you an expert on child care, we 
hope this will help you make an informed decision. 
  
 Good luck in your child care search! 
  
  
 
Pam Womack, Executive Director 
Child Care Resource & Referral Network 
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207 West Jefferson, Suite 301 
Bloomington, Illinois 61701 

www.ccrrn.com 
  

(309) 828-1892 or (800) 437-8256 

Promoting quality child care in the counties of: 
  

s DeWitt  s Ford  s Livingston  s McLean 

  

A United Way of McLean County 
agency 
A United Way of Pontiac agency 

Funded in part by: 

CCRRN provides child care referrals or options to 
parents in a professional manner, respecting the 
clientele we serve.  A modest fee for our services 
may be assessed to you based on family size and 
income according to the guidelines set by the 
state of Illinois.  If you have any comments about 
our agency’s services or concerns about providers 
please contact the Parent Services Manager at 
(800) 437-8256.  Your feedback is important to 
us and we will make every effort to address your 
concerns.  Information provided to CCRRN is 
confidential and used only for referral purposes 
or technical assistance. 



 
  

CHILD CARE CENTERS 
  
Child care centers provide full or part-time care in a group  
setting with planned educational activities.  Centers provide 
longer hours and year round care.  Licensed centers must 
meet minimal health, safety and staffing requirements.  Local  
services conduct regular inspections of licensed centers to  
ensure they meet these standards.  Children are grouped  
together by age.  A variety of staff is employed to supervise 
the children during hours of operation and provide necessary  
services. 
  
FAMILY CHILD CARE 
  
Family child care takes place in the provider’s home, allowing 
the child to be cared for in a home-like setting.  Some  
providers include planned curriculum in their schedules, 
while others are less structured.  They may care for up to 
their licensed capacity, which is determined by the 
Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS). 
  
In Illinois, family day care providers are required to be 
licensed by DCFS.  If the provider cares for 3 or fewer 
children (or the children are all from one family or are all 
related to the provider), the provider is not required to be 
licensed and is considered a license-exempt home.  
  
If you have unusual working hours, the family child care  
provider may offer care during your early morning or late  
evening hours.  Some even offer overnight and/or weekend 
care. 

What Are Your 
Child Care Options? 
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IN-HOME CARE 
  
You may decide to hire someone to take care of your child in 
your own home—a housekeeper, babysitter, live-in student 
or trained caregiver (nanny).  It is important to find someone 
you can trust in your home all day.  For information on 
searching for an in-home caregiver, call the CCRRN for in-
home caregiver search suggestions. 
  
PRESCHOOLS 
  
Preschools (also know as nursery schools) usually provide 
group programs for children 3—5 years of age.  Morning or  
afternoon sessions may be offered, each lasting 2 to 3 hours.  
Programs operate from one to five days a week and usually  
follow the public school calendar.  Preschools must follow the 
same Department of Children and Family Services regulations 
as child care centers. 
  
SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAMS 
  
Before and after school programs or extended programs are  
designed for children 6 to 12 years old.  Children attend these 
programs before and/or after the regular school day, during 
school holidays, and during summer vacation.  Some school 
systems provide an “extended day” program immediately 
after school.  Community centers and other social service 
groups have similar programs.  These programs are also 
licensed by the Department of Children and Family Services. 
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